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ALSO INSIDE   Remembering Manute Bol • Patching Up the Bluefish • UB’s Poet Laureate
A PUBLICATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BRIDGEPORT
FALL 2010 
 Out of 
the Box
For more than 40 years, Thomas 
Mezzanotte has taken breathtaking 
photographs with cameras dating 
back to the Civil War and equipment 
made from cardboard boxes. Just 
named “Artist of the Year” by the 
Fairfield Arts Council, UB’s maverick 
photography alum suddenly finds 
himself in everybody’s focus.
Dear Friends:
As I walk through campus on these beautiful fall days, it gives me great pleasure to see  
so many familiar faces—upper-classmen, professors, and staff—and also the hundreds of  
new students who these days crowd the PedMall. More than 5,100 students from 80 nations 
have chosen UB as the place where they will enrich their minds, pursue their dreams, and  
forge friendships that will last a lifetime. Together, we make UB a truly vibrant and  
exciting community.
The beginning of every academic year brings excitement, but in 2010-2011 we have  
several new initiatives and programs to celebrate.  The Physician Assistant Institute and the 
Pre-Pharmacy partnership with the University of Connecticut have added energy to the  
already-lively Health Sciences Division.  Even before their courses began, these two new  
programs had a waiting list of eager applicants.  Students at the Shintaro Akatsu School of  
Design (SASD) will be opening a storefront in downtown Bridgeport, providing local businesses 
and individuals the opportunity to commission graphic design projects that will benefit the  
local business community as well as providing invaluable experience for our students.  
The University launched its redesigned Web site and portal just a few weeks ago, along 
with a new site devoted to our athletics programs (www.ubknights.com) together with our new 
athletics logo.  In development for many months, the new UB online sites have been reorganized 
to enhance communication among students, staff, and faculty and to refresh our presentation 
to prospective students surfing for colleges to attend.  Enhanced links to online giving sites, 
reunion sites, and alumni news are coming soon, and the new site showcases UB’s myriad activities 
in an appealing and accessible format.  I urge you to visit us at www.bridgeport.edu to see  
for yourself.  
This issue of Knightlines holds several stories of our students’ and faculty members’ 
unique achievements. We are proud of UB student Francisco Eguiguren, who headed up the 
United Nations Annual Youth Assembly, and of Professor Jim Lehman, Chiropractor to the  
local Bluefish baseball team.  This summer, distinguished poet Dick Allen, former Charles A. Dana 
Professor of English, was named Poet Laureate of Connecticut. And of course we will never 
forget one of our most famous alumni: Manute Bol, whom we lost this year.
 The University of Bridgeport fosters a special sense of community, where diversity  
of experience and opinion are encouraged and respected.  Campus friendships bridge the divides 
of nationality and culture and make us all global citizens.  Looking forward to another successful 
year, I welcome everyone, new and veteran, to UB.
      Neil Albert Salonen
      President
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For Dr. James Lehman . . . 
Baseball























Bluefish mascot “B.B.” cheers on the hometown fans.
is in theBones By Mike Patrick
When Dr. James Lehman says baseball is in the 
bones, he means it. But when other fans get excited  
about the crack of the bat meeting the ball,  
Lehman is more thrilled at the crack of a player’s 
back when it meets his hands.

































School of Chiropractic’s  
Dr. James Lehman keeps 
the Bluefish compeition-
ready before the games 
begin at Harbor Yard.




















A Home Away from Home (Plate)
By Mike Patrick
The successful partnership that Dr. James Lehman forged between  
the School of Chiropractic and the Bridgeport Bluefish Minor League  
baseball team was not done overnight. In fact, the team wasn’t  
tremendously interested at first.
“The discussion started with the previous general manager three years 
ago. I told him of my interest in baseball and asked if they had a team 
chiropractor,” he said. “He said it wasn’t possible that year, but that 
they were starting a new program called Family Host.”
That program, in which members of the community invite a player 
to stay at their home for the season, is a baseball fan’s dream. And 
Lehman is a baseball fan—and a big one.
Even before Lehman came on board as chiropractor to the Bluefish, 
and then arranged for students to spend clinical hours with the team, 
Lehman’s hosted a number of players in his home, including team  
members from as far away as the Dominican Republic.
But cast aside those visions of Lehman leisurely playing catch with a 
ballplayer in his back yard.
“While a lot of people think that must be cool, the reality is they have 
a very busy schedule,” he said, adding many people think the only time 
ballplayers work is when they’re on the field during a game. Actually, 
most of their time is taken up by training and practice. Add a 15-inning 
overtime game to the schedule and he might not expect a player to 
come home until past midnight. They’ll sleep until noon, have lunch,  
then go back to the ballpark.
“This is a serious business for these guys. They all want to make it back 
to the major leagues,” Lehman said. “Every once in awhile, if they have 
an off day, we’ll watch a game or get a pizza.”
The Family Host program has one thing in common with the chiropractic 
service Lehman provides the team: It saves the players money.
“It gives you a more relaxed feeling when you’re away from home,” said 
catcher Tom Pennino of Long Island, New  York, whose staying at the 
Lehman home this season. “It’s expensive, especially for the guys who 
don’t make as much.”
Minor League baseball doesn’t traditionally pay well. When Lehman 
opens his home to a player and provides chiropractic service, that player 
then doesn’t have to spend the better part of his paycheck on a hotel 
and a personal chiropractor.
(continuedonpage8)












































































Fish Fever! Even Yankees 
fans root for Bridgeport’s 
home team.
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UB’s Francisco Eguiguren 
at the United Nations
UB student Francisco Eguiguren is tapped to lead 1,000 young people at the  
United Nations 7th Annual Youth Assembly.  Their goal? Ending poverty, promoting 
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Above: Lining up for 
change: Hundreds of 
Youth Assembly members 
prepare to enter the UN on 
August 6, the final day of 
the summit.
Left: The desire to end 
poverty was a message 













































Francisco Eguiguren  
chats with an Assembly 
participant before Ishmael 
Beah, author of A Long 
Way Gone, talks about 
surviving as a child soldier.
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In 2000, world leaders adopted eight Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) to attack various aspects of extreme poverty by 
2015. Young people currently make up one-fifth of the world’s 
population and are increasingly involved in helping meet this 
challenge. The Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations, 
which this year was led by UB International College student 
Francisco Eguiguren, equips them with resources to develop 
solutions to achieve the following MDGs:
 1.	 End extreme poverty and hunger. 
 2.	 Achieve universal primary education.
 3.	 Promote gender equality and empower women.
 4.	 Reduce child mortality.
 5.	 Improve maternal health.
 6.	 Combat AIDS/HIV, malaria, and other diseases.
 7.	 Ensure environmental sustainability.
 8.	 Develop a global partnership for development.
Eight goals for a better world
14
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One Student at a Time
For nearly two decades, counselors at UB have made college a reality  
for more than 800 disadvantaged kids a year thanks to $1.7 million program 
at the University of Bridgeport. 
By Leslie Geary
(continuedonpage16)
Left: Jaqueline Anaeto, 11, 
signed up for ETS to help 
her stay a top student.  
She hopes to be an engineer 
or chemist one day.
Right: Teacher Rayon 
Bernard works on  
a writing project with 
Imanie Davis, 12.
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Left: UB’s Marjorie Bernard  
has run Educational Talent  
Search since its founding at UB  
19 years ago.
Right: Nathan Shaw, 12, brushes 
up on algebra at the ETS summer 
session. The honors student plans 
on being a lawyer.
Below: Study break: Jorge  
Alvarez, 11, and pals cool off  
at the Wheeler Rec pool after  
a day of classes.
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A $1.1 million grant to expand academic 
help on campus
By Leslie Geary
In August the U.S. Department of Education awarded a $1.1 million 
Student Support Services grant to the University to provide a range of 
services, including tutoring and financial education, to help low-income, 
first-generation college students, and students with disabilities, boost 
their academic performance and successfully complete college.
Established in 1965, the Student Support Services (SSS) program is one  
of eight federal TRIO education campaigns that identify and assist students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds from middle school through college.
Studies have shown that low-income, first-generation college students 
are nearly four times more likely to leave college than peers without 
those risk factors. And after six years, 43 percent of low-income, first-
generation students leave college without earning a degree, according  
to The Pell Institute.
“A good job starts with a good education, and college should be  
affordable and accessible to any student ready to take on the rigors  
and commitment of higher education,” said Rep. Jim Himes, D-CT,  
who supported UB’s SSS grant application to the U.S. Department  
of Education. “This grant will help meet our shared interest of providing 
more students with the tools they need to reach their fullest potential 
while helping our country become more competitive in the changing 
global economy.” 
U.S. Senators Chris Dodd, D-CT, and Joseph Lieberman, I-CT, backed 
the University grant application, as well.
Under the grant, UB will receive $220,000 per year for five years, starting 
September 1, 2010, to help 140 undergraduate students annually who 
meet certain eligibility requirements. 
Students will receive tutoring, guidance in selecting courses, information  
on how to obtain federal financial aid and other public and private 
scholarships, as well as assistance in completing grant and scholarship 
applications. They also will receive financial education to help them fully 
understand school loans and minimize school-related debt. The SSS 
program features additional workshops, lectures, career counseling, and  
activities to encourage students to pursue appropriate graduate and 
professional education.
The SSS Program is one of two TRIO programs administered by UB. 
The other program, Educational Talent Search, started on campus in 1991.
“This is an extremely competitive grant,” said Gabrielle Jazwiecki, director 
of institutional grants at UB. “For schools like UB and communities like 
Bridgeport, it provides critical funding to address the needs of a significant 
portion of their populations.”  	
18
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atUB
When Dick Allen, former Charles A. Dana Professor of English and Chairman of the English 
Department, was named Connecticut’s Poet Laureate this summer, the honor not only affirmed 
Allen’s superlative talent, it also shed light on poetry’s important role at the University. 
During the 1920s and ’30s, when UB was still the Junior College of Connecticut, students 
founded the Library Society to promote poetry and literature. Society members continued  
to host live poetry presentations after the College officially became UB in 1947. Campus 
magazines Halcion and Groundswell have published student poetry for decades. And former 
students and alumni include such recognized poets and writers as Jeffrey Skinner,  
Norah Pollard, Doug Swift, and Arlene Swift Jones. 
Significantly, poetry is not confined by academic discipline nor is it a pleasure enjoyed by 
those of a certain age. Professors from various academic departments pen verse, while today’s  
youngest poets are nurtured at events like the Spring Poetry Slam, held each year at the  
Arnold Bernhard Center. As local elementary school students gather for this lively event, they 
join in one of the University’s proudest traditions: the pleasure of giving voice to wisdom  
and truth best expressed in a poem.
Poetry
20
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A conversation with Dick Allen
By Leslie Geary























































As Poet Laureate  
Dick Allen hopes to inspire 
others to read, and perhaps 
write, more poetry.
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Mindful poet: For Allen, 
Zen Buddhism refocuses 
his perspective of life, just 
like a good poem can offer 
a different point of view.
(continuedonpage22)
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I remember your paper on the Tao,
How your eyes shone when you got each spelling right.
One late afternoon we talked for hours
Outside your dining hall, about the Korean War.
You wore your red nylon jacket all the time
To startle Americans, I think, although you never said so.
Americans are so possessed by things, you told me.
I asked, “And why do you so love your new computer?”
You were amazed when I showed you my worn copy 
Of Mao’s Little Red Book. You couldn’t get over it.
When you got sick, you took a long train ride
Down to New Jersey, and an acupuncturist.
I scoffed, but he cured you. You said, “Look!”
And grinning, jumped up and down on the sidewalk.
One night you gave a party and respectfully
Listened to Bruce Springsteen as if he was classical.
You and your guests sat quietly translating,
Heads bowed, sipping your beers. I found that very funny.
At graduation, you insisted on having pictures: 
Old American Professor with a Young Chinese
Student in Robes Beside Long Island Sound.
Now it has been a year.  In graduate studies now,
You wear a white lab coat and study physics far away.
Physics are mountains to you. You ski down them.
You love the dawning of numbers, the beautiful flourishes.
Here, in Bridgeport, on our campus of a hundred trees,
Xi Ling, your friend, reminds me to say, “Hello.”
     — Dick Allen
Letter to Ye Feng
His Student Now in Iowa
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As Connecticut’s Poet Laureate, Dick Allen hopes to work with libraries to  
create easily accessible shelves solely dedicated to poetry to encourage others to 
read poetry, too. You don’t have to wait for your local branch to create a special 
collection to find a poem that you love. Below, Allen’s list of some important  




















Dick Allen’s Poetry Shelf
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 A Foreign
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Professor Ikuko Jassey’s simple tanka poems reveal the  


























































































when yesterday gently pushed my back
to encourage.
There are days
when tomorrow warmly took my hand
to lead.
Above: Iluko Jassey writes 
her tanka by pen, but 
frequently illustrates her 
poems with watercolors  
of her favorite foods.
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  An intangible legacy of the past—
  are disappearing.
Hearing sounds like
tapping a tambor,
I looked back and saw
a slender stem of balloon flowers
standing gracefully.
28
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The experience of travel inspires professor 
Amy Nawrocki’s latest collection of poetry. 
By Leslie Geary
Journey’s 























Amy Nawrocki will read 
from Nomad’s End on April 
21, 2011 as part of the 
English Department’s new 
lecture series on writing 
and the arts,  Necessary 
Voices. For details, go to  
www.bridgeport.edu/voices.
At the start, the path curves
out of the linearity of a map
spread flat on the kitchen table:
only a fable, a post card yet unsent.
The map that forms in the mind
takes less shape, but remains confined
to imagination until, like an unexpected gift sent 
then savored, it opens and unfolds widely, 
ocean-vast, elegant in its reality.
Breakfast looks out at hummingbirds
drinking from the sugar feeder
and as we leave the lodge, we know
the route and its blend of landscapes
will offer us the perfect wisdom.
The roadway bows around the Gaspé
and we seek nothing, but savor
each sighting. Soon the ocean
offers its pool of magic—to the north,
towns open like day lilies,
while opposite, wave after wave
leave the blessed impression of infinity.
To partake in the dance of contrast,
we stop the car to wade in ocean water
and drink the copper sky.
         — Amy Nawrocki
The Fable of Travel
29
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Gallery hours:
9:30-5:00 Monday – Thursday
10:30-5:00 Friday, 12:30 – 4:00 Saturday
To RSVP for the opening and more 
information about this exhibition: 
203. 576.4696 or 
mjfoster@bridgeport.edu
 Denyse Schmidt 
at the Arnold Bernhard Center Gallery 
October 21 – December 3, 2010
84 Iranistan Avenue
Bridgeport, CT













































greeted new students and 
helped them find their way 
as they moved into resi-
dence halls in August.
Right: UB President  
Salonen and his wife 
Rebecca personally  
welcomed new students 
at a special barbeque.
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UB and UConn team up to offer an innovative pre-pharmacy program.
Seated (left to right): Vice Provost for the University  
of Bridgeport Division of Health Sciences Dr. David  
Brady and UConn School of Pharmacy Dean Dr. Robert  
McCarthy sign a Memorandum of Understanding on  
June 14, creating a pre-pharmacy program that will train 
UB students to qualify for the UConn School of Pharmacy. 
32
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News Lines
Log on!
It’s easier than ever to connect with UB, thanks 






















































Top execs from Pez Candy  
and NewAlliance Bank elected  
to the Board of Trustees
The University of Bridgeport has announced the appointment of two  
new members to its Board of Trustees: Joseph Vittoria, President and CEO  
















Students’ “Walk Against 
Hunger” a big success
UB students donate more than 10,000 volunteer hours a year throughout  
Fairfield County, but when they teamed up to participate in the 2010  
Walk Against Hunger last spring, it was the first time they had signed  
up for the annual fund-raiser.
From left: UB Director of Financial Aid Kathy Gailor  
joins students Yolanda Flores and Francisco De la Cruz  
at Walk Against Hunger.
U B  KNIGHTLINES  FALL 2010 
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Finding a cure for sickle cell anemia
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B-School prof’s 































































































From left, Students Jasmine Campos, Kirstin Jones, and Shigemune Mori 
with IC Dean Thomas Ward (in green cap) visited Jordan this summer.
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Faculty Lines







































































































so	can	others	like	us.”		 	– Leslie Geary




























































































































































Nikita Phillips ’10 and Vern 
Montoute ’10 became the newest 
members of the Alumni Association 
at a dinner held at Bridgeport’s 
Barnum Museum on April 28.
From left: Trustee Mark Fries ’73, 
Paul Timpanelli, alumnus Bill Brew 
’62, and Mike Lipsett played at the 
Annual UB Athletics Golf Tourna-
ment at Tashua Knolls Golf Course 
in Trumbull, CT, in June. The event 
raised nearly $22,000 for athletic 
programs.
UB float Made in Bridgeport 
rallied the crowd at the Barnum 
Festival Parade on June 27.  
The float was made by University 
carpenters David Dadidowski 
and Jim Melita.
(continuedonpage38)




















































































































































From left: Frank Scifo ’79,  
Marian Heard ’63, and  
Frank McLaughlin ’55.







































































International alumni gathered for a special reunion at the Berengo 
Akatusu Collection Gallery in Tokyo on June 27. Guests included  
(front row, from left): Tsuyoshi Moriyama ’91, Kazuyuki Mabuchi ’96, 
Naoka Fujiwara ’98, Yuko Tomizawa ’98, Tetsuya Shimada ’10,  
Takayoshi Enomoto ’08 and (second row, from left) Kengo Ueda ’03, 
Hayashi Katsushi ’85, Shintaro Akatsu ’88, University President  
Neil Salonen, Hiroko Numata ’09, Masahiro Takeda, Junichi Konno ’82, 
and Kiyoshi Anzai
Worth the Wait 
How a group of local aviation planners helped design 
UB’s first graduate program in engineering 
U B  KNIGHTLINES  FALL 2010 
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Getting to Know You


























































































Helen Liskov at graduation in 
1927. She continues to attend 
University functions, like the  
Annual Holiday Party (below).
























































































































It’s easy to make a bequest to UB 
and join Ken Graham.  
If you have already made a Will, 
you can add a gift to UB through 
an amendment known as a codicil, 
which can be executed for you by 
your attorney quite simply.
Any asset for which you designate 
a beneficiary can be bequeathed 
whole or in part, such as an IRA 
or a paid-up life insurance policy.  
Other assets you can bequeath 
include cash, securities, real estate, 
CDs, United States savings  
bonds, and tangible personal 
property.  
Your gift can be:
•  SPECIFIC:  a particular item such 
as a home or an amount of cash; 
•  RESIDUAL, for all or a portion 
of your estate after specific 
bequests have been distributed; 
or 
•  CONTINGENT, which takes 
effect only under certain  
circumstances that you define, 
such as in the case of all other 
heirs predeceasing you.
Your gift can be unrestricted:  
Making a provision in your Will  
to bequeath a gift for unrestricted 
purposes enables the University  
to use your gift where the need  
is the greatest.  
Or it can be given to support your 
favorite UB program: You may also 
designate your gift to a specific 
program or division at UB. Please 
discuss your plans with us in 
advance so that we can help you 
ensure that your wishes will be 
carried out.
If you wish to make a legacy gift,  
I would be pleased to work with 
you and your advisor to determine 
the type of gift that is most  
appropriate to your individual  
situation, interests, and needs.  
Meems Ellenberg 
Director of Annual and Planned Giving
203-576-4542 
mellenbe@bridgeport.edu
Declare your intentions! 
U B  KNIGHTLINES  FALL 2010 
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You’ve got a long history with UB. In fact, 











When you got to UB you planned to study 
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Then you ran the Carlson Art Gallery for  





































You’re a photographer, but your work is also 

















You shoot photos with a Century View  
dating back to 1906 and a camera you made 
out of a dishwasher box. What do these 























Your studio is filled with cameras.  










I can’t imagine a lot of other photographers 
using this kind of equipment. You must have 




You must an opinion about digital cameras 
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Remembering
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A sports writer looks back on days with  
UB’s unlikely center.
By Bob Ehalt
Towering legend: Manute 
Bol, UB’s 7-foot, 6-inch 


















































































Bol, sometimes reluctant to  
talk to the media, preferred  
to share the spotlight with 
teammates.
Bol devoted his later life  
to humanitarian work,  
but returned to visit former 
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The Purple Knights’ point guard packs her bags to play in Germany.
By Chuck Sadowski

































As point guard, Sidney 
Parsons averaged nearly 
ten points a game from 
2006-2010.
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There will be a new face on the sidelines this season:  
Stephanie Del Preore has joined the athletics staff as the head coach  
of the women’s basketball and cross country programs. 
By Chuck Sadowski
Stephanie Del Preore to coach women’s 
basketball and cross country teams.
Side Lines
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Five Reasons to Follow  






The 25th Anniversary Season of Women’s Soccer
The UB women’s soccer team, which won the East Coast Conference 
Championship and made its third straight trip to the NCAA Division 
II Championship in 2009, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. 
The celebration will be highlighted by the annual alumni game at 
Knights Field on Saturday, October 16 at 2 p.m. The following day, 
the team will host ECC rival Molloy College at 6 p.m.
ECC Championship Comes To Campus
UB is the place to be this year as it hosts the 2010 East Coast  
Conference men’s and women’s soccer championship matches and  
the 2011 ECC men’s and women’s basketball championship  
tournament semifinals and finals. The championship matches will 
be played at Knights Field on Sunday, November 7, with the men’s 
match beginning at 11 a.m. followed by the women’s title game at  
1 p.m. The ECC basketball semifinals and finals will take place in 
Hubbell Gym on Saturday and Sunday, March 5 and 6. Men’s game 
times on Saturday are at noon and 7:30 p.m.; women play at 2 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. Finals take place on Sunday, with the women tipping off 
at 12 p.m., followed by the men’s championship clash at 2:30 p.m.
Men’s Basketball to Face UConn
Head coach Mike Ruane and the UB men’s basketball team will travel 
to the XL Center in Hartford to face Head Coach Jim Calhoun and 
the University of Connecticut Huskies in a preseason exhibition game  
for both teams. Please check the new UB athletics Web site at  
www.ubknights.com for the final date and time of this Nutmeg  
State matchup.
Women’s Lacrosse Becomes UB’s Newest Varsity Sport
After its debut last year as a club sport, the women’s lacrosse team 
will be elevated to varsity status in the spring of 2011. The Purple 
Knights will play their home games at Knights Field. The team will 
open the season on March 4 at Post University in Waterbury, Conn., 
and is schedule to play its home opener on Friday, March 11 against 
Dominican College.
Baseball Teams Play at Harbor Yard
The UB baseball team plays its home games at one of the best 
facilities in New England: the Ballpark at Harbor Yard. Homes games 
are played from mid-March to early-May. Come out to the beautiful 
Ballpark and join in the excitement of America’s national pastime. Go 











Saturday, October 16: 
Women’s Soccer Team Alumni Match 
milerud@bridgeport.edu 
(203) 576-4727
Thursday, October 21 
Denyse Schmidt Exhibition Opening
mjfoster@bridgeport.edu 
(203) 576-4696
Saturday, October 23 
Free Kaplan Graduate School  
Test-Prep Day for Alums 
acologne@bridgpeport.edu 
(203) 576-4466




Saturday, November 6 
Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner 
pdoneit@bridgeport.edu
(203) 576-4017
Fones Alumni Coffee at CDHA Conference
tbarnes@bridgeport.edu
(203) 576-4138
Thursday, November 11 
Tri-State Alumni Reception 
rgreenwo@bridgeport.edu
(203) 576-4151
Sunday, November 14 





University Singers Holiday Concert
fmartign@bridgeport.edu 
(203) 576-4034 
To register for an event, and for times and locations, 
please call or e-mail above contacts.
